
Multicontexts in Semantics and Pragmatics 

 
Basically, all semantic and pragmatic theories about context-dependency involve an important but 

implicit assumption: the assumption that there is exactly one utterance context. In this talk, I’ll 

challenge this assumption from various angles and present a framework called “multicontexts” 

that allows for multiple contexts to play a role in the interpretation while keeping the basic 

ingredients of established semantic and pragmatic systems intact. 

 
 


